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Welcome 
 
State High’s Centenary was a year of celebrating our past and current students.  So many of our students had their own taste of centenary.  They 
saw the new legacy pieces, visible signs of our history.  They heard about the two history publications with a number involved in researching and 
displaying their findings.  They participated in centenary rounds in our extra-curricula activities, finding their own place in our history.  They 
participated in Centenary Masterclasses with some amazing alumni:  Joff Bush, composer from Bluey, Diana Doherty, Australian Celloist, Zane 
Christenson, Australian Volleyballer and many more.  They were either in the room or live streamed into the Foundation Ceremony, watching the 
induction of more Legends.   
 
Our students continued to grow and achieve, realising some of the best results, best growth and best feats we have seen in the classroom, on the 
sporting field and on the stage. 
 
For a second year, we  
managed through lockdowns, 
masks and restrictions.   
From this, three major  
themes emerged: 
 

• The extraordinary community  
support and the amazing efforts  
of everyone to “rally around”. 

• Our students and staff are  
remarkably buoyant.   

• Everyone needs some  
kindness and we all need to  
pay attention to positive mental  
health. 
Thank you to all who contributed  
to these outstanding  
achievements and the 
continued positive,  
healthy culture in our school. 
 
 
Wade Haynes 
Executive Principal 
June 2022 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Council 
 

In 2021, the Council continued to discuss strategies to deal with the low 
per capita recurrent funding available to the school, as well as providing 
advice to the Executive Principal about strategic direction. 

Mr Wade Haynes, Ms Nancy Cole, Dr Judy Smeed, Mr 
David Gillespie (Chair), Mrs Marie-Claire Grady, Mr 
Sam Zhu, Ms Holly Skordou, (Absent:  Ms Kimberley 
Rase, Mrs Michelle Koripas) 



 
 
  

School 
Overview 

 
 

Established in 1921, Brisbane State High School has come to symbolise and 

exemplify the excellence and values of a public school education. As a learning 

community, we are committed to developing young people to achieve their 

potential intellectually, personally and socially. 

It has a world-class academic, sporting and cultural reputation. By graduation, 

our students are achieving in the top ranges of achievement at highest levels of 

any school in Queensland. 

The school is committed to leading edge teaching and learning; focussed and 

effective individual student support; high-quality leadership, collaborative 

practice; value-adding partnerships with business, industry and tertiary sectors; 

strong local connections; and an exceptional culture and climate where students 

excel. This commitment is reflected in the school improvement priorities which 

are: Visible Progress, Visible Excellence and Visible Culture. 

The school is a member of the GPS, QGSSSA and BSRA sporting and cultural 

competitions and competes with the top private schools of South East 

Queensland. Part of our enrolment is realised through a selective entry system 

on the grounds of academic, sporting and cultural merit. Due to its reputation, 

the school is oversubscribed in enrolments. The school is deeply committed to 

students from our local area who comprise about 58% of enrolment. 

State High is a truly unique learning environment. Students at this school are 

surrounded by possibility and opportunity in so many diverse areas: academia, 

sport, cultural experiences, service and leadership. This is all in an environment 

in which high expectations of ourselves and our students and high levels of 

support are the dominant themes. 

This school has for many years enjoyed an unparalleled record of success 

etched out by our hard working, committed, innovative and talented students. 

Being a State High student means something special as our passionate past 

students demonstrate on so many occasions and in so many ways. They know 

that being part of the State High network is a lifetime benefit. The roll call of 

graduates from State High heralds stories of excellence in a wide range of fields. 

We believe that we should all stretch ourselves to the very limits of our capability 

and reach for making a real and lasting impact on our world. Our values clearly 

describe what we are, what we stand for and how we intend to operate: 

Learning: we love knowledge, learning and curiosity; Excellence: we strive for 

world class standards and personal bests; Respect: we earn respect for our 

integrity, humility and altruism; and Public Education: we celebrate diversity as 

well as the things that bind us together. 

A schooling experience at State High is one which is rich and rewarding. Our 

students tell us that they love their school and they show us that they work hard 

and strive for the best. 
 

 



Visible Progress              Visible Excellence                 Visible Culture 

 

 
 
 
 
  

The Key Outcomes were: 

1. The best graduate results in Queensland, by volume.  A median ATAR 

of 92.6, 104 students achieved six As in their subjects, 51% of results 

were A, 21 of the top 150 students in Queensland, six ATAR 99.95 and 

70 students achieved an ATAR of 99 or above. 

 

2. Levels of achievement data exceeded our high targets and reached 

another new high with 46% of all results at ‘A’ level.  81% of all results 

were ‘A’ or ‘B’.   

 
3. We celebrated strong seasons in QGSSSA and GPS, where seasons 

could be completed.  Our Boys’ Cross Country team won the GPS 

championship for the second time and the Girls’ 7 in a row. 

 
4. Our cultural activities found creative ways to continue showcasing our 

students’ amazing creative endeavours. Cast & Crew working hard 

towards our Timeless collaboration with QPAC for it to be deferred due 

to lock down. 

 

5. Medicus, our program for aspiring doctors and dentists was piloted in 

Year 12 with 45 student.  This will expand to all seniors in 2022 and 

we will investigate a similar program in Engineering. A Mater 

Partnership saw us ready to launch Allied Health in 2022. 

 

6. We wrote a new Strategic Plan focussed on building momentum 

around Progress in all endeavours and Looking Up and Out.  We 

continue the same three priorities with six strategy areas. 

 
7. Our Centenary Year was well celebrated with a launch, two historical 

publications, student research and displays and Masterclasses in a 

range of classes and EC activities. 

 
 
 
 
 

School progress  
towards its  
goals in 2021  
 
 



  

2021 : At a Glance 
 
 

Local

56

Academ ic

21

Spor t

16

Cult ural

5

Method of Entry

LOCAL

ACADEMIC

SPORT

CULTURAL
Male

1790

52%

Fem ale

1630

48%

Sex

MALE

FEMALE

A

46%

B

35%

C

16%

D

3%

Achievement Results

A

B

C

D

E

Behaviour 
rated A 73% 

90-99

39%

80-90

24%

>99

14%

70-80

10%

60-70

7%

ATAR  Ranges 

>99

90 -95

80 -90

70 -80

60 -70

ICSEA 
1,148 

Language other 
than English 50% 

94% 
Attendance 

3,452 
Students 

Biggest Year 
Level Y11 595 

students 

51% As for 
Year 12s 



 Future Outlook 
 
 

Brisbane State High School is a school that 

leverages its wonderful history to provide 

outstanding education to a large number of 

secondary school students. Recognising that 

great schools set ambitious goals and create 

community momentum to reach these goals 

underpins the thinking of our school. 

 
It is a great time to be a student, teacher or 

family associated with State High. 

 

The next four years build on these 

achievements and ideas and takes them 

further. Our central idea is that progress is the 

norm in every activity.  We are looking to be 

stronger, to be better and to grow.  Learning will 

be visible in everything that we do. 

 
We will also be looking up and out to extend 

opportunities for our students.  Harnessing the 

strength of our alumni and our community will 

enrich our school and extend our capability. 

 

With the announcement of the 2032 Olympics, 

right in our community, the opportunities for the 

school to lead are real.  We can show the world 

what is possible. 

 
The future is built on the strength of today. 

Visible Learning is expanded in our three priority 

areas for this four year period: Visible Progress, 

Visible Expertise and Visible Culture. Our 

community is committed to see students and 

staff entrusted to it, grow, develop and progress 

visibly. We seek to have authoritative teaching 

in our classrooms and activities and an optimal 

school, one that is high achieving as well as 

continuing to improve. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

In 2021, we launched  

Medicus, our program  

for aspiring doctors  

and dentists. 45 high  

achievers participated  

in master classes, immersion 

experiences and mentoring. 

 

 

Curriculum

 
 
 

We offer a broad curriculum designed 

to stretch our students, equip them with 

a great skill set, knowledge and 

conceptual understanding. We work 

hard to ensure that our pedagogy 

brings this curriculum to bear in a way 

that impacts deeply on our students. 

 

 

Senior School 
 
Students select from this suite of subjects.  In Year 10, they 
study a preparatory version of the subject: 

 

 Accounting  German 

 Ancient History  Graphics 

 Biology  Health Education 

 Business  Italian 

 Chemistry  Japanese 

 Chinese  Legal Studies 

 Dance  Literature 

 Design  Mathematical Methods 

 Digital Solutions  Modern History 

 Drama  Music & Music Extension 

 Economics  Philosophy and Reason 

 Engineering  Physical Education 

 English & English Extension  Physics 

 Film, Television and New Media  Psychology 

 French  Spanish  

 General Mathematics  Specialist Mathematics 

 Geography  Visual Art 

 
Applied & VET Subjects currently offered: 

• Certificate II in Furniture Making Pathways 

• Certificate II in Engineering Pathways — Manufacturing 

• Certificate III in Business 

• Certificate IV in Crime and Justice 

• Diploma of  Business 

• Certificate IV  Fitness 

• Essential English 

• Essential Mathematics 

 

Junior School 
 

Students in Year 7-8 study the following subjects: 

• English or Aspire English 

• Humanities or Aspire Humanities 

• Mathematics or Aspire Mathematics 

• Science or Aspire Science 

• Academia, Resilience and Careers (ARC) 

 
They also study these subjects for one semester: 

• Health and Physical Education 

• Languages (Chinese, German, French, Italian, Japanese, Spanish) 

• Technologies (Design, Digital Solutions, Engineering) 

• The Arts (Dance, Music, Drama, Media Arts, Visual Arts) 

 
Students in Year 9 study the following subjects for two 
semesters: 

• English or English Extension 

• Humanities 

• Mathematics or Mathematics Extension 

• Science 

Students will study one of these subjects for one semester: 

Languages — Chinese, French, German, Italian, Japanese or 

Spanish, continuing their language from Year 8. 

 
Students will select three additional subjects to study from 
one of these areas: 

• Business, Innovation & Design - Design, Digital Solutions, 
Engineering, Entrepreneurial Business 

• Health & Physical Education 

• Humanities - Philosophy 

• The Arts - Dance, Drama, Media Arts, Music or Music Extension, 
Visual Art 

• Languages - Unit 2 of language studied in Sem 1 

• Science - Psychology 

• Support Programs - LAS & LSU - identified/eligible students 

 

 

Every classroom strives  
for authoritative teaching,  
that is high levels of 
challenge and high levels  
of support.  
 
We are an Apple Distinguished School 
using iPads to enhance pedagogy, 
personalise learning and engage students 
in rigorous learning, monitoring and 
feedback processes.   
 



  

Extra-Curricula 
 
 

GPS 
 

Basketball 
Chess 
Cricket 

Cross Country 
Debating 
Football 

Music Showcase 
Rowing 
Rugby 

Swimming 
Tennis 

Track & Field 
Volleyball 

OTHER 
 

AFL (Girls) 
Amnesty International 

Dance Troupes 
Debating : QDU 

Drama Club 
Duke of Edinburgh Award 

F1 in Schools 
First Lego League 

Fencing 
Instrumental Music 

Opti-Minds 
Rowing : BRSA 
School Musical 

Student Representative Council 
Technical Crew 

Vocal Ensembles 
Water Polo (Boys) 

 
 

QGSSA 
 

Badminton 
Basketball 

Cricket 
Cross Country 

Football 
Rhythmic 

Gymnastics 
Hockey 
Netball 
Softball 

Swimming 
Tennis 

Touch Football 
Track & Field 

Volleyball 

We provide an extensive, high 
quality extra-curricular program. 

Open Premierships 
Girls’ Cricket 

Girls’ Basketball 
Girls’ Touch Football 

Girls’ Football 
Girls’ Cross Country 

Girls’ Netball 
Girls’ Volleyball 
Girls’ Hockey 

Rhythmic Gymnastics 
Boys’ Cross Country 

 
 

First Placed Teams 
 
Girls’ Cricket 2 
Girls’ Swimming 1 
Girls’ Basketball 3 
Girls’ Touch Football 3 
Girls’ Football 4 
Girls’ Cross Country 5 
Girls’ Tennis 3 
Girls’ Netball 6 
Girls’ Volleyball 3 
Girls’ Hockey 1 
Girls’ Athletics 1 
Rhythmic Gymnastics 1 
Girls’ Badminton 2 
Girls’ Softball 3 
 

 

 
 
Boys’ Water Polo 2 
Boys’ Football 6 
Boys’ Volleyball 1 
Boys’ Cross Country 1 
Boys’ Basketball 4 
Boys’ Track & Field 1 
GPS Debating 1 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Services 
 
 

Brisbane State High School has a climate that is supportive of learning and learners. Students 

encourage each other to achieve. There is a strong emphasis on supporting each other, with 

great acceptance of individuals and their differences. 

 

The support staff includes Deputy Principals for Years 11/12, 9/10 and 7/8, a Head of Student 

Services, six Heads of Year, three Guidance Officers, a Chaplain, a School-Based Youth Health 

Nurse, a School-Based Police Officer, two Heads of Partnerships & Transitions, 3 Provisional 

Psychologists, a Learning & Enrichment Department and two Campus Officers. 

 

Our pastoral care program is called ‘ARC’ – Academia, Resilience and Careers. ARC provides 

lessons on career preparation, resilience, self-image, team-work, core academic skills 

development (to maximise well-being), leadership and social skills. The key idea behind the 

program is to develop the academic and social-emotional well-being of students by developing a 

growth mindset. ARC lessons are held once per week for all year levels. 

 

The School’s Student Code of Conduct outlines the school’s approach to developing pro-social 

and leadership behaviours. It connects with our school values and seeks to promote high 

standards as well as an appreciation of others and the diversity of our community. How we treat 

each other is a key component and there are specific expectations around how this occurs.  

 

We hosted parent events to engage families in mental health, wellbeing, senior schooling and a 

host of other topics, as part of our Parents as Partners Program.  We worked extensively with 

Dr Andrew Martin on motivation and engagement. 

 

There is an open process to manage any incidents of bullying: 
Brisbane State High School deals seriously with those who bully other people. All incidents are 
dealt with. For students who bully others, severe penalties may be imposed if those students do 
not satisfactorily address the problem of bullying. 
 
 

Every senior student has a Learning Mentor, a senior school leader or teacher.  Every junior 
student has a peer supporter from the senior school.  Extensive systematic monitoring of student 
performance and wellbeing enables the school to personalise support for every student. 

 
 
 
 



  







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 12 2020 
 













 
 
 




