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This Afternoon

• Why choose Aspire

• What is Aspire

• Aspire pathways 

• Details around programs

• English and Humanities

• Maths and Science

• How to apply



Aspire Courses

Why choose Aspire?



Aspire Courses

What is Aspire?

• Higher order, creative and lateral thinking

• Differentiated pace

• Complexity of challenge

• Appropriate degrees of independence



Aspire Pathways

• Aspire English & Humanities

• Aspire Maths & Science

Option 1

• Aspire English & Humanities

• Core Maths & Science

Option 2

• Core English & Humanities

• Aspire Maths & Science

Option 3



7 Aspire – English & Humanities 



What skills will I develop in Aspire English 

and Humanities?

1. Development in your ability to 
critically read and write;

2. Development in understanding 
and interpreting, applying and 
analysing, evaluating and 
synthesising;

3. Interdependent and 
independent learning strategies.



Interdependent & 

Interdependent
Student Profiles

Self-evaluation and reflection



What will I study? Aligns with AC V9
Aspire English

Students will complete four assessments:

1. ‘Blueback’: Thematic Analysis

2. Micro-fiction: Creative Fiction

3. War Poetry: Imaginative Collage

Aspire Humanities

Students will complete four assessments:

1. Ancient World; Deep time History of 

Australia: Portfolio of work

2. Geography; Water in the World Exam

3. Ancient World; Ancient Rome: 

Groupmultimodal presentation

4. Sustainability & Liveability Project: Group persuasive pitch 



Aspire Mathematics and Science
• Aligns with National Curriculum

Mathematics Science

Content and 

Proficiency Strands

Number 

Algebra

Measurement 

Geometry

Statistics 
Probability

Fluency and Understanding

Reasoning and Problem Solving

Science Understanding

• Biological sciences

• Chemical sciences

• Earth and space sciences

• Physical sciences
Science as a human endeavour

• Nature and development of science

• Use and influence of science

Science inquiry skills

• Questioning and predicting
• Planning and conducting

• Processing and analysing data and 

information

• Evaluating

• Communicating



Aspire Mathematics and Science

• Extension & enrichment, not acceleration

• Greater breadth and depth

• Problem solving

• Pursuing topics of personal interest

• Competitons



Step 1: How do I apply for Aspire?

Register for the Aspire Application Test via Microsoft Teams

Aspire Application Test

• English and Humanities – 30 minutes

• Maths and Science – 30 minutes

Date: Tuesday 7 October 2025

Time: 1:30pm arrival for 1:50pm start. The test will finish at 3:00pm.

Location: F Block, Brisbane State High School

Students must sit both entry tests to be eligible for one or both Aspire programs. Students must 
be registered by the due date (Friday 19 September 5:00pm) to complete the test. 

Students who have accepted enrolment in 2026 through Academic Merit do not need to 
complete the Aspire Application Test. 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=xccAZrUWr0uekzI72MAduikojCciYxhGlHsjCrf6HnVUMkUxN09SSE00UDZQWjZWNjRTUjNKVkMyNC4u


Step 2: How do I apply for Aspire?

Year 5 NAPLAN and Year 6 Sem 1 Report

• Once registered, please send through your student's Year 5 NAPLAN results and Year 6 

Sem 1 Report

• Send via email to Enrolments – bshsenrolments@brisbaneshs.eq.edu.au



What will the test look like?
• English and Humanities – 30 minutes

• 3 multiple choice questions, 1 extended response question

• Maths and Science – 30 minutes
• 3 multiple choice questions, 5 short response questions

Sample test papers will be available from tomorrow.  

These will help students familiarise themselves with the type of questions and 
expectations of these entry test.

Details on school website > Enrolments > Newly enrolled students.

An email will be sent prior to the test to all registered families with specific 
details on the test, including where to enter the school, and what to bring.



What will the test look like?
• English and Humanities – 30 minutes

• 3 multiple choice questions, 1 extended response question

• Maths and Science – 30 minutes
• 3 multiple choice questions, 5 short response questions

Sample test papers will be available from tomorrow on the 
school website.  



Class Structure for Year 7 Aspire 2026

• 2 classes of Aspire Maths & Science and English & 

Humanities

• 2 classes of Aspire Maths & Science

• 2 classes of Aspire English & Humanities

 



Any Questions

Please write your questions in the chat and we can answer these.



Contacts

General Aspire Enquiries:

Matthew Thornton - Deputy Principal Years 7 and 8 

mjtho4@eq.edu.au 

English and Humanities Enquiries:

Lucy Gray - Head of Department Junior English and Humanities 

legra0@eq.edu.au 

Mathematics and Science Enquiries:

Amy Hawke - Head of Department Junior Mathematics and Science 

axhaw4@eq.edu.au

mailto:mjtho4@eq.edu.au
mailto:legra0@eq.edu.au
mailto:axhaw4@eq.edu.au
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