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 Finance Matters 

 Term 1, 2019 
 
 
 
February 2019 
 
Welcome back for a year of exciting education at State High and a sincere welcome to all our new families.   We would 
like to pass on some information that will assist you with the financial aspects of education at Brisbane State High School. 

Changes in 2019.  Commencing this year, term statements will no longer be mailed home to parents/guardians; they 
are now being sent via email. Furthermore, the Department of Education’s finance system generates a single invoice 
for each individual item, e.g. subject fees, excursions, extra-curricular activities and recreational activities in which your 
child participates. For example, if your child has subject fees due for English, Maths, Science, etc., as well as an extra-
curricular or recreational activity, you will receive an email with the individual invoice attached for each of these items. 
These invoices should be used for your information only – they do not need to be paid individually, rather we ask that 
you wait for your term statement to arrive via email – usually sent in Week 3/4 of each term.  Once the statement has 
been received then pay all items due. Due dates for payment of extra-curricular activity invoices are advised by Masters 
in Charge. To ensure transparency and accountability, we will always precede term statements with explanations of all 
charges. 

Please check your junk/spam email folders, as occasionally emails that are auto-generated from our finance system 
drop into these folders.  Please advise the school immediately of any changes to your contact details by emailing 
student_records@brisbaneshs.eq.edu.au. 

General Levy 

The General Levy is comprised of costs to cover ID Cards, House Badges, group photos for the school’s Annual 
Magazine, Affiliation Fees to the GPS (Great Public Schools’ Association of Queensland Inc), QGSSSA (Queensland 
Girls Secondary Schools Sports Association), MESS (Metropolitan East Sporting Association), as well as administration 
of these programs. Irrespective of whether students participate in GPS or QGSSSA activities, the school is charged for 
its participation in these entities based on student numbers, therefore the cost is passed on to parents.  

Textbook and Resource Allowance 

The State Government pays a Textbook and Resource Allowance (TRA) to eligible families to assist with offsetting the 
cost of education. The values of the TRA for 2019 are:  

 $127 for Years 7-10 students  

 $276 for Years 11-12 students 

The Government asks schools to facilitate payment of the allowance to families. Upon enrolment at this school, parents 
were offered one of three options:   

Option 1: To choose to contribute the whole or part of the value of the Textbook and Resource Allowance to the Parents 
and Citizens’ Association to continue its program of enhancing the facilities and resources for students; or 

Option 2: To have the State Government’s TRA credited against the first invoice of each school year; or 

Option 3: To have the Textbook and Resource Allowance paid to them by EFT.  If a parent/carer does not wish to have 
a credit applied, the TRA will be paid to the parent/carer with no reduction in the value of the first invoice of 
the school year. 

As advised, if parents choose Option 1 or Option 3, the value of the General Levy will be partially or fully applied on 
the first invoice of the school year.   

If parents choose Option 2, the following will happen: 

Year 11 & 12:    Value of Textbook and Resource Allowance is $276 
   Value of the General Levy is $260 
   The difference of $16 will be applied against the English Levy of $50 
   The value of $34 will appear on your statement against English 
 
Year 7, 8, 9 & 10:  Value of Textbook and Resource Allowance is $127  
   Value of the General Levy is $260 
   The value of $133 will appear on your statement against General Levy 
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Subject Fees & Charges for Certificate Courses   

Statements for subject fees and other educational costs are sent out in Week 3/4 of each term.  Year 10, 11 and 12 
students will have one charge only applied each year.  Students in Year 7, 8 and 9 will have semester charges, as they 
change subjects and/or continue in the same course.  Fees will be charged at the beginning of Term 1 and then again 
at the commencement of Term 3.  The subject fee also includes the cost of the majority of excursions and activities that 
are associated with the student’s chosen subjects.  The school sought and received approval from the school’s P&C 
Association to include excursion costs.  The rationale for this is to negate the need to continually ask parents for money 
for costs that have a direct link to learning for the students. 

Subject fees pay for the resources, hardware and consumables utilised in the classroom and the values for these are 
approved by the school’s P&C Association at the end of each year for the following year.  Some of our Senior subjects 
now provide students with access to Certificate/Diploma Level courses.  These costs vary depending on the Registered 
Training Organisation (RTO) which is providing the accreditation.  Parents will be advised of these costs via 
communication from the school’s Vocational Education Program Coordinator and/or Heads of Department. 

Items other than subject fees 

Other items may appear on your term statement from time to time.  These may include: 

 Levies for GPS or QGSSSA Extra-Curricular Activities.  The Masters in Charge (MICs) will advise parents of 
levies for their activities and it is expected that all levies for these are paid by the third week of the season.  Levies 
are set by the MICs in conjunction with the Finance Manager and if the activity is supported by a P&C Sub-
Committee, the levy is reviewed by the Subcommittee’s Executive. 

 Information Technology 
o BYOD Program.  The students in Year 7 to 12 will have a charge of $50 applied for services over and above 

what the government provides, e.g. onsite management and maintenance of the school’s Wi-Fi network to 
support connectivity of wireless devices, onsite air-printing; provision of additional printing services and profile 
management software for network use; costs to provide additional connectivity speeds to allow faster and more 
efficient connection to online resources; onsite support and advice including user and network connection, email 
connection and management, software use and hardware maintenance advice. 

o Direct to Network.  Students are provided access to a high speed network over and above what the Department 
of Education provides in schools. 

 Excursion Costs.  These are established by the Heads of Department and will relate directly to the curriculum and 
are, in the main, included in the subject fee.  

 School Magazine.  The Annual Magazine provides a long and memorable record of this year’s school life and is 
greatly valued by past and present students. 

 Junior School Activities. During the course of the school year, our Junior School students will be offered 
opportunities to participate in recreational activities such as year level dances, etc. Participation in these events is 
dependent on all outstanding financial accounts being paid in full or a part payment plan being instigated in advance 
of the activity. 

 Year 11 Social or Year 12 Formal.  Costs for these Senior School activities are calculated by the venues.  The 
cost will comprise venue hire, decorations, security and catering.  Participation in these events is dependent on all 
outstanding financial accounts being paid in full or a part payment plan being instigated in advance of the activity. 

Payment Options 

Please refer to the attached flyer in relation to the payment options offered by this school.  Part payment plans need to 
be renewed every year.   Please contact Mrs Speedy, our Accounts Management Officer, on 3291 4213.   

This school does not offer QParents for finance payments.  We may consider this at a later stage.  2019 sees the school 
introducing other services to parents.  We wish to embed these and have these working perfectly before introducing 
another system.   

Split Family Payments 

The school does not offer split payment options for invoices.   

Non-Payment of Subject Fees 

We still have funds outstanding from previous years. Non-payment of subject fees will result in students not being able 
to participate in recreational and extra-curricular (GPS or QGSSSA) activities as these activities are optional.  If you are 
experiencing financial difficulties, it is important to make an appointment with Mrs Speedy, our Accounts Management 
Officer,  on 3291 4213 (Monday to Friday) to discuss your situation so that your child is still able to access all of the 
resources available in class.  It is essential that communication is established with Mrs Speedy early in the year, rather 
than later, if you are experiencing financial difficulties.   

Yours sincerely  
 
 
Chris Collins   Wade Haynes  
General Manager  Executive Principal   


