Social and Community

What is this course about?
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People interact in a variety of social, cultural, economic and environmental contexts. It is therefore
important for you to understand how your identity is shaped by life opportunities and influenced by factors
such as culture, gender, race, class, belief systems and economic status. Three interrelated and
interdependent areas of life skills are identified — personal, interpersonal and citizenship skills. These life
skills are core to the subject and provide a framework for a course of study in Social and Community

Studies. Life skills encompass social skills, communication skills (e.g. verbal and non-verbal

communication, effective speaking, active listening), respect for and interaction with others, building
rapport, problem solving and decision-making, self-management, building self-esteem, self-confidence and

resilience, workplace skills, learning and study skills.

Social and Community Studies encourages you to explore and refine personal values and lifestyle choices.
In partnership with families, the school community and the community beyond the school, including virtual

communities, schools may offer a range of contexts and experiences that provide you with opportunities to
practise, develop and value social, community and workplace participation skills.

How will | be assessed?

The following criteria summarises how you will be assessed in this course:

¢ Knowing and understanding
e Applying and examining
¢ Producing and evaluating

The important learning skills of Social and Community Studies

Critical thinking

analytical thinking
problem-solving
decision-making
reasoning

reflecting and
evaluating

intellectual flexibility

Creative thinking
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innovation

initiative and enterprise
curiosity and
imagination

creativity

generating and
applying new ideas
identifying alternatives

seeing or making
new links

Communication

» effective oral and

written communication

* using language,

symbols and texts

* communicating ideas

effectively with
diverse audiences

Collaboration
and teamwork

relating to others
(interacting with others)
recognising and using
diverse perspectives
participating and
contributing

community connections

Personal and
social skills

oV

adaptability/flexibility
management

(self, career, time,
planning and organising)
character (resilience,
mindfulness, open- and
fair-mindedness,
self-awareness)
leadership

citizenship

cultural awareness
ethical (and moral)
understanding

ICT skills
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operations and
concepts

accessing and
analysing information
being productive users
of technology

digital citizenship
(being safe, positive and
responsible online)



